/IUswenow TETIIOITIIO} o9sead uoriexbtw Fo Aouabe paweiun ayi
“““““““ So0p MOy :)se TTT}S T[TeYs oj 'IXa1uod Aue uTl
————————— aTqtbueiun Jo saToe}sSqo eyl soeIque am FT
——————— 2yl pue 91noI 8yl 899I} YOTYMm
‘aoussaxd pue pITINg ST 3T '‘pPInom waod e 8T
"91BTSUBI} S9OUSIUSS 3Byl SOUSTIAAX®
ue 1o0u ST IepIogq B FO ~TTTTTTTT ay1y ybnoxyy TeAeIl O)
(T ssoT-ATepunoq JO SMOTA paTrodsun a8yl JO SUTEWSI IEyj
JpueT ayi perosloxd oym ‘TTem 8yl oI0Fag
———————— om} ueemiaq Burierjobau ATiuelsuod
‘Juswelsey TTTTTTC ButieTnwnooe uy
'suozTIOY oM} ~TTTTTT apeoey
peisnI 8yl IO pTOYylrooF ayi 1e ‘euenlt] Texrzedeyp T3 UT pueis
"ST 3T 3eym Jo juspuadaputr sAemTe
jou ST ~TTTTTTC 1T 1eym 1eyl IaquawaI 3ISnuw )

‘oouenu 01390d e @ABY 0} pIES 9q UEBD TTEM 8y} Jo

LU I —ShJdC IS0 WS —
SoQZUWLeUZVNOa Ok <C>wWwd
LWL OXJNO>>IS>aunwn
VoL -XxrS—-~UNZaN>Draac2
xOO0OOAOXUOFOM—TONZVN>2—0
<COVUIUZXHFDODNZZOOUWR>WTI
WUZIONIC>NOJI—UUNN-—ITZ0W0
VZoww ook JFO—-—<xXxIDocw
OWWNCL U —<CLN>Y<TON —
ON>Z><qCuWwZ>—0¥SDAXI<—~T
NMO—0—~IVOVIxD—SDZA3>+
ANFOWL—F@DNaAQW>S>axrDd2a 00—
VOLCOMDWEXWUFWA—-—>0ZWICI
ZZXIO>SYO0O—<OXF0OomZ N
SSEFXLONAINS>IZFJ10002
LIC>ONMYLXOZF—WaEONRFXO
>0zZ>x0NxOUVUAFFZoOWINUQ®
ZWOOFH—<FHWOWVMWLOWVNASZOS2
—LITOSXW—¥IYUYDSmn0O>2Z<
WS000-—WwNUEAOFUVUD>S 0O

BWNZ9}J0|\ Zzayoueg ealpuy

yoreas TTEM

11{5;(1 a3 ojut Bup{u;ql “sep Aur e s |
‘uorjeutBSeWI S I9[N ] 9I']
Jqﬁgsu;a[qqnqlqﬁnoqle1oulaA
uonertdsurt 107 sjjooq

putyeq 32019

§,10911YdIe 33 9ABS[ | ‘O1pnis a3 Bunixg
Burbbniis st onuruod o3 [[1m AW 18 ‘weibeisu] ‘4saijuld esmoiq [[,I sdeyiag
‘uonyeonisiydos ayewnyyn a3 st L3ro1jdwig
Burjqunio st priom a3 ybnoys se 28] SUOISIOSp 21 Aw 93e[dWaIu00 |
uotjeBrisaaur ‘SONII[IQRI] SB SSA[aSWaY]

BuiziuoBeiue s1{3 JO XBWI[D 83 SPIBMO], jussaid soush sAnIRLID, O3 S[IYM
SUOISIASI UI9]S S10ss9J01d 8] JO aW SpUTWaY
awt) sanIqissod ejtugut jo 3ybnoys srsw oY,
Jo no Buruuni w,] pue ‘ssed seinuIt LJUsM],
urelayl qﬁno.up, SS[ppl1 S oW 0} 1eadde Aaq_L
Burysni s1ed 99s [ ‘Mopuim aYy] Ino Buryoo] ‘aonnjosstp ut zepuod [ [IYM

SUITUO S90S SUOWIS jey BSMO.ICI I $9[QQLIOS Ul S4B S9Y019YS I{W

/:}.Utl

L Q‘ii pace ¥ B L

[".A3TO eTqeTTeAY

ayl, ‘'TeTUUSTg TEINIO9ITYOIY obeoty)

TZ0Z @Y} I0F ssnexls TaqesI Ag paiernd

UOT}09TT0O B Se aseomoys 03} ,9pIS Yinos

s,0beoTy) uo suoTiexeday se BursnoH :31sed

8yl woxfy dn, POTITIUS d4Y¥ @Yyl 031 asuodsax
Ino sT ,STTeM AirIed Z YiIm asnoH,]

‘e10J9q jusuwow syl I0J obeis

ayl Butiles sT TTem Arzed mau ayl "Iaylo

98Ul UO @sSNOy MOI puODdS B FO SININF Yl

dUTBEWT pue 8pIS dUO UO 8sNOoy MOI-d9TBuUTs

e ut BnTd em yoTym 01 JusWSLTS Snowouoine

fuTpuelseaIF e se palesIl ST TIem

sTTem Arxed aTTTA@zuoIg pasodxa ‘BUTISTXd
Jo Axuosew 31rede-paddtI B8yl
‘otydezbowsp passaxddo ue Agq pawteTooI
pue AlrTerIelew Aep-juesaxd o3
peldepe ‘asnoy-moI UEDTIBWY 3dY}
Jo uoTieBuoToxd B :UOTIDOIINSSI
TeotboTodAl e se sioe
9IN31093TYdIe STY] °"suorieredsax
JO 9IN}0931TYdoIe ue autbewt
oM '9TTIAdzUOIg UT saTiradoxd
9yl IOJ UOTINITISSI JO
ArTTTqTrssodwt 8yl abpaTmoudoe
oM 9TTIYM ‘9sSnoy paweIF-poom
ueoTIaWyY a8yl yo ABoTouyoel
UOT19NIISUOD Azerodwsluod
ax0Ww ayy Ag peoeTdax ST
abenbueT Terxarew Axuosep
‘asnoy e Aq
pelaTdwoo aq o1 BuTiTeme ‘jusasge ayil
Jo seoex} ButaeaT - TTem Arzed pasodxe
ue asodoxd am ‘saTirTenbaur juedaIdsIp
asay)} ajebau pue abpaTmoudoe 03 Buryaas
‘juswsbebus oTTgnd IOF juedeA 1I8T ooeds

Elevation Oblique 01-01 - Aryan Khalighy

e WoIJ poeIafyns aney oym ardoad ayl o3
$S90X® JO WIOF STyl BuTuxnlex pue sjiof
Ayrdwe s,eTTTA®zUOIg AQ pojussaxdex AIOolsTy
Tenbaun pue xaTdwoo a8yl o031 Butppou ‘TeAsT
punoxfb Aidwe pue usado ArereTdwoo e o3
spuodsaxIod 931Ts s,399loxd Ino Jo IsapIoq
jasut ay] -s1oT7d Axdwe Fo sousaTensaxd ayi

What 1if the Moment Before Never Ends?

The critical gaze of the "Moment

Before" is that it questions essential
aspects in architectural creation; the
timeline of a project, the phases, the
stages, the edges, the boundaries, and
the process. In a society that favors
the specialization of knowledge and
fragmentation, the "Moment Before" seeks
to identify Ariadne's thread in the
labyrinth of contemporary architectural
production. It belongs to a series of
rising movements that inaugurate a new
era of the architectural discourse in the
generation to come; an era with changes
in the perception of architecture, where
the process becomes the main point of
interest in architectural creation.

This inclination to the process
of making architecture possibly
originates from a series of realizations
in architecture today. First, the
accessibility to a considerable quantity
of information channels, images, ready-
made solutions, and the total freedom in
the choice of their strategies was not

enough to form the architectural identity

of our times. And second, the myth of
the architect magician that effortlessly
creates miracles collapses, as

N

—
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specialization in architecture
completely disconnects the
profession from its holistic
nature. It seems nowadays that
the instant moment of the built artifact
struggles in defining the relevance of
architecture in the wider milieu. Perhaps
the final artifact is dying, and there is
no time for lamentations.

Instead of criticizing (or being
inspired by) every photoshopped image
on the web, there is an opportunity
to look for a common ground able to
offer coherency in the architectural
discussion. In this transition, the
term synthesis, as the process of
combining elements to form a connected
whole, is reemerging at the surface of
contemporary architectural discourse.

Evangelos Fokialis
Alkiviadis Pyliotis

As a procedure that is

at the same time an

act of anticipation and
discovery. A series of
actions described by constant doubt and
restlessness; An effortful process in
which the protagonist is the continuous
and dynamic search of ideas and not only
the aesthetics of a finalized outcome.
At the same time that the finalized
artifact operates as a monologue,

the communication and unraveling of
architectural Synthesis could serve as

a collaborative dialogue that questions
various phases of the creative procedure:
the formal gestures, the decisions, the
neglections, the reason, the specific
character of the project, and its
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Uranium

“If we come across a mound six feet long and three feet wide in the forest,

formed into a pyramid, shaped by a shovel, we become serious and something

in us says, "“Someone lies buried here” That is Architecture. - Adolf Loos
The toolled, technical form of a mound combined with its cultural/

Nick Gochnour

cognitive presence, as described by Adolf Loos, has been the impetus for much recent

theoretical and pedagogical discussion surrounding the origins of architecture.

Looking beyond the simple grave, there remains an unexplored trove of works, ancient

and modern, that demonstrate our innate tendency to produce and also inhabit piles

of earth and materials shaped through the angle of repose. In a built environment
characterised today by complexity in skins, structures and constructions, we might
ask - is it still relevant to think about simple forms like the mound today as
relevant forms of architecture.

UoS|IM [I!M ‘12D [esodsiq 3eH UedIXe W

I came across a series of Department of the Interior-led reclamation projects

of uranium mines and mills known as Uranium Disposal Cells. Reclamation here means

the burying of toxic tailings under acres of clay, plastic protective sheeting and

rip rap rock. These protective measures are intended to contain the toxicity present

in the mill sites, preventing radioactive soils from leaching into local water
sources. Their effectiveness is disputed. The expansive forms of infrastructure
developed through this process fall under the logic of the mound on a much
larger, monumental scale. These legacies of the modernist ideals of progress
are hidden literally out-of-site, out-of-mind in small communities across the
southwest, permanent fixtures for at least the next 1,000 years.

One such disposal cell exists in Mexican Hat, Utah on the Navajo
Nation, a site complicit in decades of environmental injustice against
indigenous peoples. Here, locals worked towards the production of
the United States war and energy machine of the mid century without
protection and knowledge of the radioactive and potentially deadly impact
of the rocks they interacted with daily. The expansive protective cell was
completed in the 90s becoming a terrain vague, a land with no real use, a
blank spot on the map.

There are 4,000 such unreclaimed and unremediated uranium mine
and mill sites in the US alone, many on tribal lands. The Orphan Lode Mine,
located on the South Rim of the Grand Canyon on a popular tourist track is
a site rich in minerals, natural beauty and land disputes. The South Rim, often
touted as a place of pure untarnished nature, is, through settler prospectors,
pocked by discrete industrial landscapes. The Orphan Lode Mine, permit obtained in
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Cells

1893, mined through 1,000 feet of rock to extract some of the richest

contents of Uranium in the nation. Grand Canyon National Park took

ownership of the 26 acre site, 5 of which are above the rim of the

canyon, in the late 1960s. In the years prior it had been central in
a congressional dispute, when it was realized that mining was extending past the
claims boundaries and into the park itself. A national spectacle ensued, as the role
of environmental federal oversight and individual freedoms ensued. The mine and
adjacent resort were closed and fenced off in 1969, becoming a barrier on the famous
South Rim Trail. The Havasu Tribe, one of the only tribes with remaining land claims
within park boundaries, worry today that contaminated soils might eventually affect
their sources of water several miles downstream. Partially reclaimed in the early

2010's, work remains incomplete.

The question of these toxic landscapes begs a proposal and speculation

for the remediation of such sites,

implications in modezrnity.

Derived from the Latin word mundus, meaning
world, might a reassessment of the Mound
allow us to see our physical surroundings

differently? In these unintended
architectures, might we be able to
discern and thus grapple with the
byproducts of human inventions and
mistakes in the late anthropocene?
Is there a way to foreground and
reevaluate our dealings with

toxic ecology, while creating a
collaborative dialogue between
federal lands and their original
inhabitants? Mounds today

continue the sacred nature of the
countless mounds of indigenous
cultures, persisting as an elegy
to the sacred dedication of the
modernist notions of progress.
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What is the architect's
position along with the
paradigms of time? A
traditional conception of

time in architectural production relies

on the links between past and present
events towards one future projectll.
Beyond this notion, building and auth

relate differently to time and between
themselves, meeting in moments

quUestions y..
aspescts in architew.,

he timeline .,

of leverage and, on
a later date,

the stages, the R

and the procey conscious

cess of ma

& signifie,

Gestalt o and

form the meani

contemporary

arch*”

need to settle
in-between time
constraints.

happens after an abstract

segmentation of the traditional

notion of time. As in a
dichotomy paradox, time become
subject to infinite subdivisions
virtually creating more and more t
remaining between the present moment
and the future deadline, ad infinitum

Ana Gabriela Loayza

separation. A

selection of
knowledge

design
calibrations

The separation of
the project from the architect

contemporary enactment of Zeno's

adline
/ e no

Through the intentional use of
this flawed logic, architects
find a way to incorporate
more of their passion and
knowledge into the craft of an artifact.
The trade of logic for
the gain of faux time is forced by
or introducing a deadline, a conceptual
limit to create conditions of discomfort.
The deadline instrumentalizes anxiety
as fuel for both learning and practice
within the time constraints of the
architectural project. It is not an
analogy of a stop sign nor the call
for a pause, but the ceasing of the
opportunity to develop mastery, build
a position, tend to cultural demands,
challenge or reinforce canons, and
experience the paradigm of the nurturing
pain in the profession.
With few exceptionsl2l, the
hours and minutes to which the
architect's presence is
reduced at completion
are inverse to the
incremental presence
alte  of the building over
; the years. Within
the realm of
traditional time
and deadlines,
the building's
absence is
the author's
opportunity
for presence
in the
discipline. There
at ha5 the architect
s holds two ends
together. On the one
hand, acknowledging an
architecture delimited by
time implies a look and eventual
regard for the historical past. The
architect may opt to secure their
design processes and methods through
historical knowledge in the shape of
tools, precedents, or guidelines, later
calibrating lessons for a present
project within its own assigned time. On
the other, the authority of the future
deadline forces the abstract exercise
of subdividing remaining time to allow
design speculations and technical
refinements on behalf of anticipation,

in
BT OC B,
neglection.

character of ths

circumstant but oxd

A

For vs, Ar

process that does not svolve

dynamically and unpred

anticipation and

ess that demand-s
and di

s encompassing an obsessive attitude
, towards mastery and leading to the spike
ime of authorship traits or novel findings.

But does the abstract
. manipulation of time ensure mastery?
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Punctual deliveries are great, but
polemics of large-scale buildings such as
Herzog & De Meuron's Elbphilharmonie or
Eisenman's The City of Culture, seven to
ten years late (and 10 and 4 times over
the budget respectively)[3], question the
rigidity of deadlines and the density

of the experience. Did it represent any
anxiety-relief for the architect? Did
they meet new discoveries for the field?
Is it always worthy, then, to grant a
deadline extension?

The alleviation of workloads by
computational tools allows, for moments,
a different reaction to the deadline.
The regard for the historical past is
supplanted by the task of introducing
information for calculations and
iterations that are not intimidated by
the idea of a liminal experience. This
means the detachment of perfecting
patterns and the reproduction of work
in fast and repeatable phases that
value iterations over knowledge baggage.
This approach, through iterations,
independently of the tools and against a
qualitative quest, focuses on the chances
offered by quantity and intuition to
detect potential and built upon.

If the previous take doesn't relax
the experience at large, it at least
provides a brief escape while still
moving forward: a transition that waives
the irony of creating time. It becomes
necessary at times since the original

A

Love

universal values.

In this perception of the
creative process, the "final" artifact is
never a conclusion but just an instance
in a sequence of circumstantial but
ordered choices. This frozen moment of
the compositional process underlines
something more significant - the idea
that Synthesis never ends. It continues
to evolve for every creator, as a
constant doubt of the outcome and as
something that is subconsciously and
perpetually reshaped, rethought, and
rewritten. Thus the "final" project
paradoxically works as a "Moment before";
an end that heralds a new beginning
enhancing the feeling that something is
always waiting to be revealed.
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metaphor is tacit about resources. The
more subdivisions of shorter spans each,
the more intensity and consumption of
work and knowledge are needed after
every subdivision, at a faster pace. The
gain of time is mutual to the exhaustion
it will retrieve.

Contemporary readings of Zeno's
paradox rely on physics to solve it. The
paradox was depicted in terms of time
only, but solutions are found in terms
of speed, rates, and forces. The problem
relates metaphorically to an experiential
phenomenon of the profession before
delivery, and its solution foreshadows
manners to escape an anxious experience
by relying on a wider network of
information. Far gracious than a race, it
could be understood as a productive state
rated across actors, along time, avoiding
reference to an imposed death.

If so, maybe the social
hallucination of a project limit can
be mastered:
make passion
crawl into
time but also
among actors,
subdivide one
possibility
into many
instead of for

[1] May, John. Signal. Image.
Architecture: (Everything
Is Already an Image). p.34.
Columbia Books on Architecture
and the City, 2019.

[2] Sagrada Familia, for instance.

[3] “The Elbphilharmonie. A New
Concert Hall Is Worth the Wait,
and the Cost.” The Economist.
January 21, 2017.

[4] Said, Edward W. On Late Style:

time, sha I? Music and Literature against
the tectonic the Grain. London: Bloomsbury
challenge. Academic, 2017.

Poem

Author Anonymous

Seeing you for six hours in a row would
compensate your absence,
the cancelled sessions

the narrow classroom,

the cold day.

I missed your intensity.
It was snowing outside.
Weather matters.

It was a sixty-steps walk to the classroom.
You, standing at the end of the corridor,
waiting for your group and the
conversations,
making time feel real.

It was a forty-steps walk to the classroom.
Your kindness at its best,
your gestures of politeness,
forcing time to run slower.

It was a twenty-steps walk to the classroom.
Capturing my approach with your
formalities,

Expanding the distance with your voice.
Time goes dense, impossible. Add some nice
glitching.

The moment I am one step away from your
oldish beauty,
I am sent fifty-nine steps back to my desk.
The loop starts again.

I might not be able to love you,
but effortless, I walk those 59 steps again.
And again.

Now, at the end of the corridor, there is only
one more step to reach you.
The loop doesn’t start.

This time I am passing by your side.
For a second, we are finally looking at each
other in between hello protocols.
Here, my intensity.
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